Information below based on 2008/09

2009/10 schemes not yet released. 

Previous Study 

Postgraduate Qualifications

· Full-time postgraduate courses of a minimum duration of one year are approved for the grant.

If the grant for your undergraduate education came from the VEC, then your scheme is the Vocational Education Committee Scholarship Scheme and the grant application form is available from your local VEC.

If the last grant for your undergraduate education came from the local authority, then your scheme is the Higher Education Grants Scheme and the grant application form is available from your local authority.

Note: A grant for postgraduate study is available for a maximum of four years.

I am over 23 Years on 01 January in year of entry

You are eligible to apply for a grant if you meet either of the following conditions:

· I am entering an approved postgraduate course* for the first time in the 2008/9 academic year

OR 

· I am entering an approved postgraduate course* in 2008/9 to complete it (for the first time) after a break of one year or more, having previously entered an approved course.

*Approved under either the Higher Education Grants Scheme or the Vocational Education Committee Scholarship Scheme.

Note: If you previously attempted an approved postgraduate course but did not successfully complete it and are now, following a break of at least five years, returning to pursue an approved course at the same level in 2008/9, you are still considered eligible to apply for a grant.

Under 23 Years of Age on 01 January in year of entry

You are eligible to apply for a grant if you meet the following condition:

· I am entering an approved postgraduate course* for the first time in the 2008/9 academic year

*Approved under either the Higher Education Grants Scheme or the Vocational Education Committee Scholarship Scheme

Note: If you previously attempted an approved postgraduate course but did not successfully complete it and are now, following a break of at least five years, returning to pursue an approved course at the same level in 2008/9, you are still considered eligible to apply for a grant.

Nationality/Status

Please note: this information is for the 2008-9 academic year. Details of the 2009-10 schemes are not yet available. 

To be eligible for a grant under any of the schemes, your status must fall into one of the following categories:

1. I hold EU nationality*

2. I have official refugee status

3. I have been granted humanitarian leave to remain in the State (prior to the Immigration Act 1999) 

4. I have been granted permission to remain in the State by the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform following a determination not to make a deportation order under section 3 of the Immigration Act 1999

5. I have permission to remain in the State by virtue of marriage to an Irish national residing in the State, or be the child of such a person, not myself having EU nationality.

6. I have permission to remain in the State by virtue of marriage to a national of another EU Member State who is residing in the State and who is or has been employed or self-employed in the State, or be the child of such a person, not myself having EU nationality.

7. I am a national of a member country of the European Economic Area or Switzerland.

If you are eligible on one of these grounds, you may be asked to supply appropriate documentary evidence with your grant application. If you fail to do this, your application may be refused.

